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Origin of the Revolt

1, Events up to and including 15 June 1953 in East Berlin.
2. The Close of 16 June 1953 in East Berlin.
3. The Questlon of the Reglme. .

Further Developments end Outbresk of the Revelt

1, The Close of 17 June 1953 in East Berlin.
2., The Spread of the Revelt in the SBZD.
3, The Fading of the Revolt. .

ngiét Occupation Troops during the Revolt
1, Enployment of Soviet Twoops in East Berlin.

ag Approach of Soviet Forces.
b)  Commitment in BEast Berlin.
6) Withdrawal from East Berlin.

2, Commitment of Soviet Troops in the SBZD.

3, Comprehensive Conclusions regarding the Commitment of Soviet Army
" Forces in East Berlin and the SBZD, ‘ o

4, 8tate of Alert of the Soviet Air Force during the Revolt.

The Volkspolizeli during the Revolt 1n‘Egst Berlin and the SBZD

1, Bffeot of the New Course on the KVP.
2. Ocmmitment and Restraint of the KVP during the Revolt,
3, The Seepolizel during the Revolt. o

Psychological Background end Results of the June Revolt
»00000=

Preliminary

1, Political Situation in East Berlin and the SBZD at the beginning
of June 1953: S

The redical measures for the Bolshevizatlon of the Soviet Zone (which
were intended to lead eventually to the liquidatlon of independent
sgriculture, private business, and the bourgeoisie), the processes of
Justice by terror, the struggle against the churches, together with
the growing lack of means of sustensnce, had already led, in the
weeks preceding the June uprising, to a universal feeling of dls=
satisfaotion among the broadest levels of the population, The high
figures for refugees are eloquent testimonials to the fact.  Particu~
larly after Pavel Judin had been named political adviser to the Soviet
Control Commission, &s successor to Vladimir S, Semenov (then trans=
ferred to the Foreign Ministry in Moseow) in April of the present

year, did Walter Ulbricht commence to carry this Bolshevization policy
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to & degree of severity not hitherto experlenced In the Soviet Zone,

So far as labor was concerned, a decision of the Central Committee of

the SED; of 1% May 1953, called wupon the-ﬂinisterial Couneil to raise

the lahor norms by ten percent. The resulting degree of the Ministerial
Councll; 28 May 1953, raising the labor norms, on plea of neeesalty,

while maintaining the previous rates of pay, caused the utmost bitterness,
The carvying out of this dedree, must then be regarded ss the cause of
the June outbreak,

Intrdduction of the New Course:

A8 of 28 May 1953, the Soviet regime anmounced the disselution of the
Soviet Control Commission, s 1t had existed 1n Germany since October
1949, At the same time, 1t was announced that the Ministerial Council of
the USSR had decided to establish the post of High Commissioner with his
headgiarters in Berlin. To this post was named Semenov, who only a few
wéeks before had beern relisved as Political Adviger of the Control Come
mission, Pavel Judin was named as Acting High Commissicner,

D neming Semenov High Commissioner, Moscow commenced an alteration of

1ts political course in the Sowjetische Besetzte Zone Deutschlands (sezD),
whods effests wers apecifically shown in the following atatements and the
following measuress .

a) In @ decision of 9 June 1953, the Politburo branded the measures taken
by the party and the regime during the last few monthe (which loocked
to & compulsory Bolshevization of the Soviet Zone) as & "serious error,"
It demended the repeal of the most recent decrees issued during the
course of the intenaified class Strugsle, in order "to improve the
’ liVing-e%mdition»of the population and to strengthen legel security in
tha DDR.

b) On 10 June 1953 there was & statement by the representatives of the
goverrment of the Soviet Zone, with Prime Minister Grotewohl at their
head, during the course of & conversation with Bishop Dibelius and
five bishops from the Soviet Zone of the Evangelical Church, that all
measures hostile to the church in the Soviet Zone Republic would be
edjusted, They declared themselves resdy to gusrantes the independence
of church affeirs mecording to the provislons of the constitubion.

¢} At & meeting of the Ministerial Councll of the Government of the Soviet
. Zone on 1l June 1953, the demends of the Politburo of the SED were
sscepted and a series of messudes (passed in fhe recent period and
intended to promcte radical and compulsory Bolshevizaticn) were withe
AP&RWTie .

‘Mme sgresment with the Evangelical bishops of the Soviet Zons, looking to
abandonment of the ettadk on thé churckes which had taken place the day
befors, was expressly confirmed, ’

At an instruction period for agltators on 11 June 1953 these conclusions -
were interpreted to mesr that the Five Year Plan might not be carried out,
pincs main emphasis was now being placed npon the productlon ¢f woasumerst
geods, To account for the fact that the sosialization of agriculiure was.
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deleyed; comparisons were made with the sitwation in th Lat
years 1922 to 1925, |

25X1

the Five Year Plan 25X1

was belng ignored in favor of popular welfere, on the basis of the deeisiong
of the Politburo of the SED. The "new course” whish Sememov had commenced
was put into effect by & series of further measures by the Soviet administrge

tion,

8) The paramilitary GST-training (GST & Gesellachaft fir Sport und Technik)’
wad stopped ab omoe, On 17 June 1953 it wes arranged that, when, resumed, '
this treining was to proceed only in accord with certain Speolal measures,
The desision not to continue the GST~training, 1. the form hitherto used,
vas announced in instructions for agitaters on 8 and 11 June 1553, It
wasg further stated that the relazatign of tension now appearing in the
realn of higher politics must not be disturbed by any false steps of &
militant=-political nature. This decision was emphasized in the report of
@ disoussion at the distriet headquarters of the GST on 12 June 1953.

b) All work in the comstrusctien project at Ruegen harbor wag stopped on 11
June 1953, on orders of the Ministerial Council of the Soviet Zone, The
eontinuation of security werk at the projects under construction was to
be closed down until 31 August 1953. Only & temporary halt.in the work
saeped to be involved, howevers.

‘Resctions of the pepulsce:

The strong unrest and disoontent of the population, end egpecially the attitude

of the workers toward the existing regime and the meassures of the administra-

tlon of the Soviet Zone, in the weeks preceding 16 and 17 June 1953, had al=
ready led to, strikes, though these were limited, both in time and in areas
affested, Strikes of this nature had alveady taken place in the following
large industries of the Soviet Zone,

Improvement pit (Fortschrittschaohb) of the Mansfelder Kupferhergbaugebiets
on 1% April 1953 :

Kunstvfaserfabrik Premnitz (artifioial silk works) ou 28 April 1953

VEBdwerkzeugmmschimamfabfik“B@rling Krautstrasse, and the Marzehp branch,
on 6 May 1953 .

FEMAG Eimat;rumldu, on 27 May 1953

ﬁ!ﬁudaselgn, Fiouteswalde on 27 May 1953 |

Kjéllberg, electromechanical f&etory,rFingterwalde? on 28 May 1953
Winding shop of the Rnilrpaa Repair Waéks, Treptow, on.29 May 1953
LEW Daimlep,'Henningédan,vsbdut the end of My 1953

Nagena Refrigeration Works, Chemnitz, on 3 June';953

Armor Plate Works of the SAG Krautheim, Chemaltz, on 3 June 1953.
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After'a reduction in pay on grounds of M"failure to fulfill percentages of the
new norms determined by the Ministerial Council on 28 May 1953 there was &
gtoike at the Eiserhftten~Kombinat Mirstenberg/0der on 6 June 1953. The
workers demanded: "The old norms, the old pay." .

Demands similar to those in Firstenberg, between 6 to 16 June 1953, led to
gtrikes in ab least eight big factories {among others, LEW Daimler,
Henningsdorf, Kunstfeserfebrik Premnitz, VEB Werkzeugmaschinen Berlin, VEB
gaselan Mirstenwalde, as named above.) ‘

The decisions of the Politburo of the SED and the administrative orders, based
on them, for "improvement of living conditions® at first met with & favorable
reseption in wide ocireles of the population, espsolally emong laborers. This
was shown, for example, in the obviously improved mood of the people after the
releage of amnestied prisoners in Neuruppin on 12 and 13 June 1953, The °
restraint of the VoPo still further pleased the délighted msisses, while the
Soviet troops took no notisce of what was going on, For politlcal exploitation
of the declsions of the Politburo of the SED of 9 June 1953 and the administra-
tive orders of 11 June 1953, the ususl resclutions were passed by officials
throughout the Soviet Zone: "The workers thank the party and the governments®
{for thelr discermnment and brosdmindedness, as shown in the new arrangements. )

Politicel Tsndencles in Esst Berlin end the Zone before the June Rising:

The risw sourse of Soviet polioy in the Zone, introdused simultanecusly with
the appointment of Semenov as Soviet High Commissioner in Germeny, had one.
primary goal in foreign policy, and must be regarded as part of Moscow's new
peace ‘offensive. It was an effort to dssiroy the Western conceptlon of &
political, economic and (above &ll) military unificetion of the Republic, in &
system dirested by the US and with anti-Soviet emphasis. It sought to do this
through an internal German rapprochement under the cloak of the (fictitious)
unificstion of Potsdam, Moscow!s German policy appealed, explicitly, to the
Potedam Agreement. The deoisions of the Political Buresu of the SED and the
government ordsr of 11 June 1953, in which the change of ‘course was made
definite, unjuestionably followed a5 & result of Semsnov's directions.

Semenov wanted to get rid of the obatacles to an understending with the West,
whioh obstaolss wero, in his opinion, obvious enough. This is definitely
stated in the deoision of the Politiosl Bureaus "The great purposs of
esteblishing Germsn unity demands, from both sides, medsures which will make
it reslly essier for both parts of Germany to draw together."

The oatensibls change of mood, so demonstatively displayed to the West, could,
o8 a result of this, neither be regerded es abandonment of the previous in-
tention of Bolshsvizatlion, nor es & Yrurely propagandistic® variant in the

aold war, Quite othsrwise, 1t represented an effort to proceed further with
the same old operating goals, but with new tactical means. That these
measures were, unfortunately, merely of & tectical nature, was shown Iln &
‘press donferencs in the Scoist Zone on 16 June 1953, This had not yet been
influsnced by the disturbances in East Berlin. At this conference it was stated:
WThe great political purposes are not influenced by the o glow® methods and
the amnesty that followed," It iz possible to spesk of & genulns, conastructive
alteration of policy in the Zone which contrasts with the Iflat progrss of
Bolshevization that had been followed by Judin and Ulbricht up to ihe vlme of
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Semenov's return, insofar as the duality of the Soviet polley is again made
definite. If, in the end, no reunificatlion and neutralization of Germany

takes place, then Judin and Ulbricht are still there, to set up agaln the
Bolshevization of the Soviet Zone formerly practiced. ' "

In its foreign political aspects, the ®gemenoy course® does pot especially

look forward toward a direct preparation for Big Four negotiations, but far
more toward a common movement of all Germans. The reunification and neutrallza-
tlon of Germany is no doubt being prepared, in some way or other. This, no
doubt, has &s 1ts purpose an effort to prejudice the existing situation in a
spgcial.way, in case of later negotiations among the Big Four and at the same .
time practically constitutes an undermining of American plans. C .

So f@flag its internal politlcal aspects are concerned, correction of the
previgus program of Bolshevizatlon is beginning. This particularly weighs
down the economlc and psychologlcal situatlon. The struggle with fhe churches,
the ircreasing bitterness of the agrarian sector, the one-sided favoritism of
heavy industry, to the injury of production of consumers® goods, and co-
ordinate therewith the care of the elvilian sector, the forced elimlnatlon of
individual businesses, various measures in the cultural field, and, finally,
the unpaid increase in workers? norms had wakened the forces of Peslstance.
These 'not only seriously injured the functioning of econdmlc ‘ard political
apparatus, but, in additipn to that, made any further turns of the screw of
Bolshevization seem unprofitable. The propagendistic structure, whereby the
sorrgcetion of Ulbrichtis policy was carrled out, was built on the thesls that
this was not a départure from any line, in view of the mistakes™ of the SED
régi@e, but the fault of SED offlcials who had moved too fast for the popular
mbpd.n This was to be made good by & "back-orientation to the people?s atti-
t“deo R . . | .

Various local stiikes had Broken cut Some time before the events of 17 June
1953, indlcating clearly enough the rift bétween the people and the terzor '
regime. Even at that time, they had caused the Soviets some concern. These
strikes may, perhaps, have hastened the sbandonment of the varicus compulsory
measiires’ intended to bring about the radical and compulsory Bolshevization of
the Sovist Zone Republic. Certainly, however, they were not the occaslon for
this change of directlon by the "Soviet Zone Gommunist Party &nd by the reglmé
itmell.. RN .

W il

II. Origin of, the Revolt

1. Events up to and ineluding 15 June 1953 in Bast Berlin: . L
At Bullding Site, Block 40, Stallin-allee/North, in East Berlin, which 1s

supposed to have been the starting point of the disturbance, there had been
vigerdus disbussion of the raising of norms and peduction in pay on 5 or 6
Juhe 1953, This was much the same sort of thing that had taken place in
other undebtskings in the Zone, which had already sometimes 1éd to local
Btrikes (See Section I, Para. 3 above.) It fell to the lot of individual SED
ahd FDGB officlals to.quiet the abusive workmen. The officlals were awste
that Block U0 was regarded as’ the "pest party organization of the SED" in

Beblin. .-
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When the new decisions of the Politburo and the governmental measures of 11
June 1953 were dlscussed gt the bullding site, the workers reacted 1n the
same way. as, the appointed offieials: . If such forivileges™ were permitted,
there could not faill to be more like them to come. '

While the workers were still hoping for new norms, there followed the next pay
day on 12 and 13 June 1953. These were--in the face of all their expectations--
based on the new norms. .

Over the weekend of 13 and 14 June 1953, the workers of Bullding Site Block 40,
Stelin-Allee/North had a chance to think over, with thelr families, what their
future -1iving conditlons were going to be. Without excepticn, they all agreed
that they could not make out on the newly established wage scale.

On Mondéy,‘15 June 1953, there was a meeting of the crew at Block'uo;

It was declded,. under the leadership of an SED official, to pass a resolution
of thanks for the decision of the Pollitical Bureau and the goverrment, on 1l
June 1953, to Minlster-President Otto Grotewohl and SED General Secretary
Walter Ulbrilcht.

When. some members of: the group proposed to lnclude, in the address of thanks, a
pequest. for the reintroduction of .the old norms--as belng, .so.to speak; a
logical expansion of. the program 50 make a declded improvement in the living
conditions of the people"--the majority agreed with the proposal. Special im-
portance was attached to & cautious, indeed a courteous; formulation of the
request. .. The word "demand," (forderung), which some emblttered individuals. -
desired, instead of. the word "request" (bitte), was not used in the resolutlon.

With regard to thls resolution of Block 40, the Central of the FDGB of the IG
Bau=Holz, cautiously agreed with the chairmen of the Betriebsgewerschaftsleitung
(BGL) to lay the petition before Grotewohl and Ulbricht, with a view to thelr
possible agreement. . o )

The I¢ Bau-Holz was aware that the dispatch of the resolution might be expected.
At an .early hour on 16 June 1953, before work began, e representative of IG .
Bau-Holz appeared in Stslin-alles, to hear what the bullding workers had fo say
about the norm question and to answer them.

Neantime, word of the resolution passed in Block 40 had gotten around to the
other bullding sites in Stalin-allee/North. They were generally ridiculed by
certain hostile individuals. In Block 40 itself, however, volces were ralsed
suggesting 1t was & mistake to walt and to leave matters to the IG Bau-Holz.
Again & meeting of the crew of workers was called. Two workers were chosen as
delegates to hand the resolution to Grotewohl and Ulbricht.

Again the BGL/Nord endeavored to awslt the result of the medlatlon by the
emissary of the IG Bau-Holz. Then, for the first time, the workers of Block Lo
quit work--at 2:30 p.m. on 15 June 1953. They declared that: they would not go
baok to werk before a fully-empowered representative of the IG Bau-Holz had
intervened and a pacifying settlement of the norm question had:been achleved.
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In. the course of the next few hours, word that Block 40 had quilt werk spread
like wildfire. . Numerous workers. of the North, Sectlon, and later: of the South
Seéetion, declared thelr solidarity with the: proaeedings of Bleeck 40. .

The Close of 16 June 1953 in East Berlin:

In the morning 6f 16 June 1953, the. workars‘were waiting at the building sites

of the. sections Stalin-allee/North and Stalin-all e/§0uth for the empowered

negotiators of the IG Bau-Holz. Instead, there appeared at one bullding site
of. Section South,. 4. representative of the BOL, with an apticle by FDGB . - ,
Secretary Otto Lehmann, in the "Tribune® of 16 June 1953. . In this article,
Lehmann: maintained that the workers had hithertq dene top little work and had
been pald too much money. It created a terrific yproar. Word of the article
passed about to all the building sites, .

At 8: 30 a.m. (work should begin at 7: 00 a.m, ) the expected rgpresentatlve of
the IG Bau-Holz at length appeared. He wWas greeted with intense outery and
the .whole group of workers,. dbout three hundred in all, began to ask about
Lehmannts article. The JG Bau-Holz.representative deelared that. they would
have to go by the old SED solution: "PFirst more work, then better pay." Then
there really was & tumult! .

Arter much excitement it was finally da@ided to send to Grotewohl and Ulbricht
the two delegates who had: been chosen on 15 June 1953. About..10 a.m., another
1dea began to spread: Everybody ousht to go.. Whny should the others sit here?
Strike -here.and nowl. v o : - .

Thereupon,. &boitt 10 a.m.. on 16 June 1353, three hundred building workers from
Sectlons North and South, in their working clothes, moved out into the streets.
By 10:30 a.m. they had picked up about two hundred other workmen from neigh-.
boring bullding sites., It 1s not. true that, when. the procession began on 16
June, 1953, there were already 1,000,.1,500,. or even 3,000 bullding workers
taking. part.

At.the start no demonstration.procession was formed. The.crowd jJust poured-
ghead in a confused way, but, as 1t got into street trafflc, 1t socon.took en
some kind of march erder. The. workers carried.a.single.(improvised) trans- .
parancy, with the inscription: "We bullding workers demand Elimination of
Norms." Nothing wag heard at the start about free elections, resignaticn of
the roegime, and g0 on.- .

Unhindered, the workmen marched across Alexanderplatz;. Unter den Linden,
Prisdrichstrasse, Leipzigerstrasse, to the square before the main entrance of
the MHaus der Ministerien." By the time they reached this square, about
fifteen hundred.people were shouting loud protests agaimst the ilncrease of
norma and the price polley.

When the two delegatea of Block 40 asked, at the entrance of the building, to .
see Grotewohl and Ulbricht, the crowd. poured after them.. When nelther

Grotewohl nor Ulbricht appeared, a chorus of velces began to intone a. poli*iéal
slogan ‘for the first time: "Down with the Government."”
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At the rotesting calls of the constantly growing throng, the Minilster of
1ans and De uty Minister Presldept Heinfi”h Rau, together wWlth the Minister
g ines an& Forgesk ‘Pritz Seibqapn app ed at a window -of the government

buil ding The crowd still yelleg for Gro’ﬂwohl and Ulbricht.

As the cufvry went on, a table was carried down the entrance steps and placed
%ﬁ fiont of the erowd.: Selbmawn ngeared and spoke. He was constantly
*errupted Woen hé eried:. self a worker," the crowd replied: "You
6€§% how Iong ago.f When he adﬁfes ed them as "Deal colleagues," ne got the
T

Yquire no colleague of ours. You re a rogue and g traitor.”

”Ten‘a WQrkmaq jumped up on the podium beside Selbmann and said (verbatim):

‘ ,(Selbmann) tell us doesn't interest us anyhow. We want to be [ree.
ons?ﬁatiun 1 not agalﬁst the norms only. Welre not from Stalin- allee
g bub‘from all over Berlin. What you have here is a popular rising. We
’"ﬂd_fvee and secret elections. " “Preserving his anonymity, the man vanished

when Selbmavn tried to reply, he was again 1nterrupted by an intoned chorus of:
Qe want 50 be fnee,’ and "We demand'free elections.”

&nothér speaker from the ranks of the workers called: "Colleagues. our demands
6 ;n}y argnit being fulfilled_ We must ¢arry our strike further. Tomorrow,
’call a general strike."

Kot 2:30 p.m. & 1oudspeaker truck appeared and began announcing: "The

M} istrg hao glven u thej:aise 1n nopmg Workers drg requested (gebsten} to
E t@g ouse of t‘é Mﬁ is ries.‘ 3 100, pe. . mEst of the demonstrators
Hl E t the sqhare Before the ministries, ‘though some groups engaged in
véhemgnt di%cusﬁion remained behind,

Bétween 5 p.m. and 7 p.m., ahout ten thousand people assembled on Rosenthaler
P%atz‘ Around 7 p.m., 1t became known that Ulbricht and Grotewohl would speak
OQ *the day's events &t & "special active party assembly" in the Friedrichstadt
h%dée., Mis statamen* eontraﬁicts other information, especlally press reports,
ng %rding to whieh the mﬁating ig ‘the Friedgichstth Palage on 16 June 1953
&Q{ gee 't an eaﬂilew hour,  According to certain accounts, the discussions
bl 'th Friedrichstadt Palace had Blready begun during the morning of 16 June

1953

Thouaands started for the Friedrichstadt Palace. When they got there, they
into aounter demonstratars who carried a bransparency saying. "Long llve
tﬂ Government!‘ Thev came o blows.

Gréﬁewahi and Ulbricht declared in thelr speeches, among other things, that
had never thought of avolding serious ‘dlscéussion with the people.

Grgtewohi went furthér and declared that the Central Commlittee of the SED won’d

make S SWeaping investigation of’ all mistakes, stop all measurés, and then

r@%ch ita declsions. Untll 11 p.m.. further small demonstrations kept

erfivlng. There were flghts between demonstrators and SED-activlsts., BEvery

iR among the demonstrators, the word went round "general strike tomorrow.

Aésemble around 6:30 a.m. on Straussherger Platz.!
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3. The.Question of the Reglme:

In a . subsequent investigation 1t seems unimportant whether the 1little march
of: protest, with which the outbreaks began, was officially inspired; whether
the existing irritation over the raising of norms was deliberately employed
by the government; or whether the intentlon to strike, doubtless knoun in
advance, was merely tolerated. There is no doubt that there was genuine
rfebellion, after elght years of suppression. The demonstration, abt the
beginning indulgently treated, swelled by small additions like an avalanche,
until. it slipped out of the hands of the authoritles of the Soviet Zone.

a) One workman from Stalin-allee gives the ralsing of the norms as the
reason for the strike. He does, nevertheless, believe that elghty bulld-
ing.workers planted a strike for 16 June 1953, but were pinned down by
the VoPo and hindered in thelr demonstration.. This contradicts the facts

~ given under Nos. 1 and 2 above, which rest on the testimony of eye-
witnesses.  One man is said to have gotten away. alarmed other building
pites, and thereby stirred up the demonstration. (It is possible that
this story accounts for a variation in a newspaper story. According to
this report, geventy--not elghty--workers were to hendle the affair on
behalf of the Sovist Zone regime, but one of them betrayed the plan and
thereby unloosed the mass- demonstration.)

b) A young workmsn. from the Stalin-allee ascribes the disturbance entirely
to the reising of the norms, which enhanced already existing resentment
ggainst Ulbricht, caused by past friction with the Walter.Ulbricht_Brigade.

c) . , the disturbances were not 25X1
provoked by the Sviet German regime, but originated in exasperatlon over
tge_raisiné,of the norms. This woman thinks that there was no affort to
prevent the affair at the start, because the authoritles wanted to show

. ,the world that free expression of opinlon was possible in the DDR. The

 VoPo not only dld not interfere, as she herself observed, but even guided
the procession. ‘

The idea of tolerating demonstrations of small groups so as to show &
gorresponding new policy would explain the 1light hand, It would also ex-
plain the attitude of the VoPo, whlch was at first so tolerant--doubtless

on orders. This holding hack of the VoPo had already been observed
during the trouble in Neuruppin (see Section I, Para. 3). There were also
many reports eund press publications across the boundaries and between
zones, , These sircumstances may be one reasocn for the swift spread of the
revolt on 16 June 1953.

). 25X1
[on 16 June 1953, the VoPo had been forbldden %o Iire. This
prohibition was not 1ifted until the arrival of Soviet troops on 17 June 25X1

1953, ,

It oan be regarded as certain that both the Political Bureau and the goverument
knew that the bullding workers would present a resolution to- Grotewohl and
Vlbpricht. It is possible, indeed probable, that the decision for a general
ontbreak=~-not & mere sending of delegates--came from the ranks of thz workers
themselves. It is beyond question that a demonstrative form of critleism, in
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1imited and controlled degree, was expected and permitted by the Sovlet
Zgne,administration, This, moreover, was undoubtedly at the desire of the
Soviet High Commission, which as the whole course of events-since 11 June
1953 'shows, Was inclined to a demonstrative criticism of the previous
eourse of the government and the SED, which was to be reoriented on the

"peoplets opinion.” - .
IIT. Further Dévelopments and cutbreak of the Revolt
i; The~élése of 17 June 1953 in East Beriin:

hbouﬁ%7 a.n. there was a blg gathefing 1h»the Stalin-allee. - The general word
went reund: Matters will go further today.. No work.. We-go back to Leipzigér-
strasse. - ‘ o } . . . . :

Arvound T:45 a.m. a procession marched as a demonstration from Straussberger
Pletz across the Alexanderplatz and into Lelpzigerstrasse. ' Many curlous
people -Joined 1t. The marchers intoned in chorus: "Down with' the SED;" and
"We. demand free elections.” . . < SRR

At spproximately 8 s.m. an emergeney,stafe of alarm for the VoPo was ordered
over the Svet Getman police radio. Emergency groups of the VoPo and entrucked
units of the Soviet Army were to be seen in the streets.

Dy : o :
About 8;10 a.m., when the head of the procession reached a VoPo chain, barring
their passage in Lelpzigerstrasse, the first disarming of the VoPo took place.
A crowd swung back and went to Potsdammer Platz. There large masses of people

ogdeupled the western side: ‘
“About 8:30‘a;m.,.another'demonstrating group tried to force thelr way into the
government bullding. o "

About 9315 &.Mm., several‘demonstrdtion?parades”camé together on the Poisdemer
Platz. o

Abvout 9:30 &a.m., 8 great mass of péoplenassdiled the government bullding anew.
Kiosks were overturned.. : s ‘ ‘ : o
hbou@ 10:00. &,m., individual posts and patrols received orders over the Soviet
German police radio to fall back on stronger forces.:

About 10115 a.m., the VoPo guard in theQOolﬁmbushaus'was”disarmed.

About 10:20 a.m., there was uproar followed by filerce encounters before the
government building. - = - S L

From 10 a.m. on, ‘there was -a discussion-of the situation -in the Central
Qommittee of the SED in Karl Liebknecht House. All the editors and radlo
people that. could be reached were called together. Hermann Axen gave them
dinsctiens to handle the matter on the followlng general lines: S
UMe enemy agents in West Berlin are trying, with the help of Fasclst provoca-
teurs, to destroy the developing urdapgtanding of the German people. Behind
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them stand the Americans who would like at the same time to torpedo the
developing understaending of the Soviet Unlon with the other great powers.
The imperialist agencles in West Berlin are responsible for a11 the results u

Axen further explained.thax the Soviet Union would intervene with the Western
powers and, along with its "nests of agents,™ roll up the whole problem of
West Berlln. The instructlon period lasted t1ill 11 a.m.

Abduﬁ.IO 40 a. m., six or eight Soviet T-34 tanks and six or eight armored
reeonnaissance cars and trucks, with Soviet troops, arrived in front of the
government building.

&l

About 11:15 a.m., the red flag on the Brandenberger Tor .was torn down. by
demonstrators .

Aboub. 11:30 a.m., there were mass demonstrations (15 000 to 20,000 people) in
the Luetgarten.

About,lzonoon,.Soviet tanks were in Uhter den Linden and 1n»Leipzigerstrasse.
Half-grown boys pelted the Sovlet tanks in front of the government building

with stones,

About 1 p.m., martial law was proclaimed. The streets were cleared of
demonstratora by Soviet tanks. The VoPo undertook a cleanup, which led to
shooting. The first wounds were mostly shots in the leg or the calf or the
arm, together with grazing shots, However, by evéning of 17 June 1953, there.
were sixteen dead and more than 8 hundred wounded, according to announcements
iz East Berlin.

About 3 p.m., persons belonging to. the familles of members of the government
and of the Central Committee of the SED were being taken in Soviet trucks to
Macklenberg‘(Ostseebad Kuehlungsborn)

About 4 p.um., Gentral committee officials under protection of Soviet tanks,
were belng taken from the Karl-Ldebknecht House.

2. sprpad of the Revolt in the Zone:

news of the 25X1
‘beginning of the disturbances in East Berlin had already reached all cities

in the Sovist Zone on 16 June 1953. On one side they were quickly spread
everywhere by RIAS and other Western ZQne radio statlons, .on-the other side by
rallroad men, chauffeurs, and travelers. In many cities, the news from East

Berlin led to immediate preparations f'or- strikes and demonstrations, on 17

June 1953..

In the Ieuns-Werke, strike commandos declded to go. to Berlin and share the
demonstrations there. They supposed--as .did many other demonstrating groups--
that there was a central direction in Berlin guiding the revolt in the whole
Zene. The leuna workers wanted to get in touch with this center. On 17 June
1953, however, they were prevented from going farther on their way through
the.Soviet troops.
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There were telephoned questions in East Berlin, and messages. were sent by some
individuals. - These, however, seem to have.been the only moves worth deserib-
1ng ‘as efforts, to establish lialson between the .révolting masses in the Zons

and those in East Berlin--at ledst so far as 1S Known from information at hand.

-One: report says that three to five thousend workers of the Wismuth-Werke in
Aue had,-as early.as 16 June 1953, gotten hold of 114 trucks, -two tanks, and
.one ambulance, which they expected to use to’'go to Berlin; but thab, on 17
June 1953, they were compelled by Soviet ftroops to turn back. This report,
however, contradlicts other reports that have come in. )

Without any direct connection with the disturbances in East Berlin, strikes,
démonstrations, end rising in the Zone wére almost entirely confined to 17
‘June 1953.. 1In some citles there were encounters quite as serious as. those in
East Berlin. The demonstrators did not confine themselves to processions and
fights with the SED officials and the VoPo, but stormed administration build-
ings, SED-Centrals, police statlons, prisons, and jalls. In many places -
houses.and documents were burned. In several cases VoPos and SED members,
especially ‘officials of the SSD, were killed

The eountermeasures taken by ‘the Soviet authorities were .correspondingly more

severe than they had been 1n East Berlin. Also, the number of dead and wounded

exceeded, relatively speaking; the sacrifice in Berlin.

”*

mhe majorlty of reports received indicate that the revolt of 17 June 1953 &nd
18 ‘June 1953 and--in its local dispersion, on following days--came very close
Yo including the entire Zone.. Altogether, thus far, strikes, demonstratiens.,

and revolts can be counted in nearly seventy cities and industrial centers of
the . Zone. Especially hot spots in the revolt are to be found

25X1

on 17 and 18 June 1953 in the vicinities of Halle, Merseburg, Leuna, Bitterfeld,

Ielpzlg, and Magdeburg. Reports of revolt in the uranium nining districts are
coritradictory. ' From Brandenburg/ﬂavel Coswig, Erfurt, Finsterwalde, Gers,

Goerlitz, Jena, Quedlinburg,. Rathenow, Dessau-Rosslau, and Rostock-Warnemuendg]25x1

serious digturbances with bloody conflicts were reported.

&) Halle: Beginning of the.strike in the morning of 17 June 1953 in the
coach, vagon, and maahine works of Halle.

'Ona report indlcates that about 15 OOO workevs of the Buna-ﬂerke and ahout
35,000 workers of the Launa-We:ke wereAinvolved.

Local courts and Jalls were stormed, forty political prisoners were freed.
In the tourse of the disturbance one VoPo officer was killed and three

- VoPos were wounded. The district offices of the SED were ralded and the
VoPo guard disarmed.  After the Soviet troops and KVP took a hand, there

. Wag heavy street flghting. The number of the dead was estimated on 17
.June 1953 at 26 and the seriously wounded at 60.. Considerably highﬂr

: totall may be presumed after the clashes of 18 June 1953
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bl Merseburg- -Leuna: . During the clashes of 17 June 1953 between the Leuna
K workers and the VoPo, two of the latter were lynched by the workero,ﬂ o
Befo"e the key points ‘of the Leuna-Werke were ocoupied by Soviet Jtroops,.
1ncendiary fires were kindled in certain shaps The spread ‘of some fires
' caused serious damage. The Leuna workers marched to Merseburg and took
part in the demonstration there., One Soviet offlcer, who had fired at a
. woman,, was kiliea by the workers. Local headquarters of the SED and FDJ
" in Merseburg were ‘demolished. There was heavy fighting between VoPos and
. demonstrators ., who went after the police with iron bars. About 240 VoPos
" ‘fook off thelr uniforms and threw away their weapons. There were some
. @gadvand>wounded among the workers.

é) Bitterfeld: Demonstrators beseiged the Rathaus and assailed police, on
" thelp beats._ The burgomaster ‘and SED officlals were locked up in rooms 1n
the cellar. ‘The jail was attacked by workers, who freed 24 prisoners.
VoPos and SED. officials were put into the cells. kfter the Soviet troops
intervened; there was a great wave of arrests.

d)' Lelpzig: The "demonstration ‘pegan on 17 June 1953 with the sllent march of
ﬂive thousand workers. The total number, of demonstrators, during the day,
" in the lnner city. 48 ‘estimated at. 80,000, There was a raid on the police
headquarters im connection with street railway fares. Officlal head-
' ‘quarters were séized, documents burned. The "Pavilion of the Natlonal
Rront“ wap destroyed and burned by demonstrators. The main railway station
was seized bx rebels and the police guards overcome. Railway police
uniforms burned. Chief Burgomaster Ulich was recognized by the demonstra-
“tors and knocked down., There were mass demonstrations at the Peopleils |
Bgttle Monument Eyewitnesses estimate the number as 25,000 to 30 000
partiripants The offices of the FDJ distrlct manager (Ritterstrasse) were

. delzed, SED offices were both seized and burned. At 11 a.m. on 17 June

. 1953, martial law (Ausnahmezustand) was declared There was intervention

; ’ by the VoPo and Soviet troops,.. qtrong forces of the. 1atter first appearing

" 4in the afternaon. In the first conflicts between Soviet troops and |
demonstrators _there were seven dead, 120 wounded. At the crematlon of,
Leipzig*s desd; 68 urns were counted., It 1s not certain whether the death
" 118t in Leipzig 1s fully represented, even so. On 18 June 1953 there was
& Wave of arrests. Three workers were shot as a matter of summary justice.

e) Magdeburg: The Stabt’of the demonstrations of 17 June 1953 was at the
Tagelmann-Werke (formerly Krupp). The Ratheus, the law.courts (Justizpalast),
the trade unlon house, ‘the SED-haus and the FDJ-Heim were selzed and
dooupied by the ‘Pebels. The VoPo guard in the main rallway station wes
aisaumed and one Blaok Marla was smashed. The Magdeburg-Neustadt Jail
was stormed and 361 political prisoners were ‘freed.’  An attack on the
Msgdbburg-Suderburg house of correction was stopped by VoPo fire. L
Twolve workers were killed in this fight alone. Pollce headquarters were
atormed. After the attack on police headquarters, Sovliet. troops dragged
demmnstrators to the rallwey embankment and shot them with antitank,guns.
From 4 Pl there was intervention by the Soviet troops who handled the
vebels with unusual geverity. There were seven death sentences (two
passed on Juveniles, four on workers of the Thaelmann-Werke). These were
passed by a Soviet court martlal, and heavy prison sentences were also
passed, The eventual total of dead in Magdeburg: 138.
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Pranium mining districts (Wismuth~Bereich, Aue-Schwarzenberg, Johann-

georgenstadt, Annaberg): Reports on actual events here durlng the day of
revolt ‘are so contradictory, that thus far 1t has not been possible Lo get
a'clear'pietune of what really happened. On the one hand, 1t is asserted:

ag) In the uraniun ore areas there were no strikes and no disturbances.
Three Volkspolizel men entered with every shift. All-pits were
occupled by Soviet guard commandos. During the martial law of
17 to 27 Juneé 1953, there were Volkspolizel commandos-in all railway
stations. Tralns were escorted by two- to six Volkspolizel men clear
to the end of the line. There was a strict pass and permit centrol.

On the other hand it Is stated:

bb) - About 80,000 workers, on 17 June 1953, demanded suspenslon of the

uranium ore mining. SED buildings were demollshed, likewlse the town
halls in Aue, Schwarzenberg, Johanngeorgenstadt, Marienberg,
Eibenstock, Auerback, and Falkensteim: In the conflicts between VoPos
and workers, aboub 560 VoPos were disarmed and compelled %o take part
"in the demonstrations. In Aue and Annaberg, Soviet troops, supported
by tanks, opposed the demonstrators, who to some extent barricaded
themselves. In spite of early occupation of the mine shafts by Soviet
troops with their side arms ready (as, for example, 1n the mines at

© Wismuth AG, Johannestal, where there were 300 men), several mining

- installations seem to have been destroyed. Up to.l7 Jume 1953, 1t is
established that there were 25 dead and 300 wounded.in .the entire area.

The followlng other clties are mentloned as-the scenes of,heavy.confiimts
{information abhreviated): o

a) Brandenbuﬁg/ﬂavel: Aséault~0f‘the.damonstrators on 17 June 13853 dn
. the detention prison; FDGB house burned.

Fire set to the Gr. Kreutz: station, which was partly burned.

8ED -offices and lowaf”court~assaultéd.andﬂoccupied, séveral gudéés
and public prosecutors:knocked down. Several SED officlals kille
by rioters. Efforts made to start large forest fires. L

b} ‘Coswlg bel Wittenberg: Efforts by rloters, on.17 June 1953, to
gelze ﬁha Coawlg Jall failed. Several deaths among .the workmen. .

¢) Erfurt: In heavy battles between demonstrating workmen and. VoPo,
by the evening of 17 June 1953, 14 dead and 130 severely wounded.
VoPo assault commendos were disarmed.. Sovliet tanks attacked
demonatrators. Wave of errests,. numerous proceedings against young
people are reported. : o

4). Flnstervalde: Assault of ‘about 2,000. demonstrators on 17 June 1953
. against the district offices.. Documents burned. VoPos disarmed and
knocked down. v . L

a)- Gera: Start of the demonstrations on 17 June 1953 was at the ENW-
Werke (formerly BMW-Werke). The jail seized by riofers n~ .- )
numerous prisoners set free.  Efforts to storm the prison falled.
Several VoPos disarmed, & few VoPo trucks destroyed. Intervention
of Soviet tanks followed, after 2 p.m.
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£} Goerlitz: ‘Prison seized by demonstrator51 Prisoners freed..
. Burgomaster thrown out of hig office. : ,

. g).bena; The building of the SSD was demolished by rioters and
gttacked by the crowd. Political prisoners were freed, documents
“ burned. .

h) Quedlinburg: Demonstrations began as early as 6 a.m. on 17 June 1953.
© 88D building in Breitscheldstrasse seized, documents destroyed.

‘District police statlon occupled.: Police commandos disarmed and
locked in the ¢ellars. House of the DFB (Demckratischer Frauenbund)
‘ohd the House of Freedom taken. One Soviet offlcer and two Soviet
soldisrs disarmed by the crowd and thrown out of the windows. All
'three probably killed. Severe Soviet measures of retaliation and
numerous arrests. '

1) Ratheénow: Starting polnt of demonstrations on 17 June 1953 was the
Optical Works. The SED offices were occupled by rioters, documents
‘burned. SSD official Hagedern killed by the mob. -

J) Rosslaut Aséault on'thé prison by démonstrators. One hundred elghty
prisoners freed. :

k) Rostock-Warneminde: Revolt of the workmen 'in Rostock in the Dlesel-
motor Works (VEB) in Rostock on 17 June 1953. Numerous mechines
rendered useless, fire in several workshops. Damage to equipment
about 500,000 DM, according to estimate: Resumption of preduction
will not be possible for three to four weeks. VoPo assault units
stoned. The optical works later occupled by Soviet troops. Occupa-
tion of the Wsrnow shipyards at Warneminde and the Neptun shipyards
at Rostock by Soviet troops on 17 June 1953. In attack by Sovlet
troops on’ demonstrators at the beglnning, two dead, In the Warnow
shipyards, on 18 June 1953, 150 arrests. The dead in Rostock and
Warnemiinde together estimated at forty. More than 250 wounded was
definitely established. ' ; 25X1

° \
ngggggjxt should be especlally noted--in addition to the courage of the 25X1
workmen, who attacked without weapons~--that these rioters; 1ln many cities,
tried to get the key points into thelr possession. The demonstrators
correctly Judged these key polnts to be the townhalls, the SED centrals,
the police stations, the SSD buildings, and--in some cases--important
commarcial centers. In Magdeburg the Relch rallroad mahagement was
temporarily held. In. Gera, Goerlitz, and 8tralsund, similar attempts
were made. In several ¢itles, in the early afternoon-of 17 June 1953,
the oity administration, SED command posts, and police statlons were 25X1
¢leaned out. These successes resulted in nothing. Soviet troops on 1T
June 1953 crushed all centers of resistance and gave their establlshments
back to the displaced authorlties. the efforts
of the riotérs in the various cities were not coordinated and the 25X1
idea of a central direction is out of the questlon.
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3. Echoes qf theVUprising:,

The pfoclamatidn"of martial law, the intervention of Soviet troops wlth many
tanks, summary shootings, and severe measures of survelllance enabled the Sovlet
Occupation authorities to smash the rising of the workers in East Berlin and the
Zone. In spite of martial law, isolated strlkes and demonstrations continued in
East Berlin and the Zone on 18 June 1953. They still continued in individual
places of the Zone on 19 and 20 June 1953. _In. the Mansfeld copper mine, they
were still continulng on 22 June 1953. The authorities of the Soviet Zone and
the various party headquarters were restored to thelr functions by the Soviet
Occupation. ' In Bast Berlin and the Zone, mass arrests were already under way on
18 June 1953, as a result of the revolt. . »

The sector boundary in East Berlin was hermetlecally sealed on 17 .June 1953. The
first measure of relaxation was the opening of three crossing points., On 23 .
June 1953 it was made possible to cross at a limited number 6f points, with
speclal passes, On 23 June 1953, the street raillway service, which had been
halted during the unrest, resumed operation within the Soviet sector. On 1

July 1953, the sector boundaries were again completely open.

Martial law was countermanded in most cases on 25 and 26 June 1953, in cities of
the Zone, except for a few citles where the disturbance had been especially
gerious. In East Berliun, the Soviet commandant of the Eas% Sector lifted martisl
law for the first time at 12 midnight on 11 July 1953.°

IV. Soviet Occupation Troops During the Revolt
1. Employment of Soviet Troops in East Berlin.

a) Approach of Soviet forces: The demonstratlons in Berlin on 16 June 1953
spparently caused the Soviet command in the Zone, in the late evening of
16 June 1953 (provisionally, and in case of further disturbances on
Berlin Bust Sector) to start the lst Mechanized Division!s first units
(then étationed in DSberitz) on their march by way of Potsdam into the avea
gouth of East Berlin., The march started about midnlght of 16/17 June 1953.
Some units of this division (which apparently came from the Doberitz train-
ing area were located on thelr way through Schinéfeld (with 25 tanks)} around
5:15 a.m. on 17 June 1953. Later, around 1:00 p.m. they were located at
Potsdamer Platz, on the sector boundary and also in the lnner part of East
Berlin. The main part of the division got its start from 4 a.m. on and-
during the morning of 17 June 1953, By this tlme every unit was apparently
in full marching order and had pushed off. . -

When the big demonstrations began in the morning of 17 June 1953, 1t at once
became epparent that the strength of the lst Mechanlzed Divislon, even when
supported by a simultaneous attack by the KVP and general. pollce, would not
suffice to occupy the entire East Sector of Berlin and'et the same time
ensure blocking of the sector boundaries.. As a result, the 12th Guard .
Armored Division from Neuruppin was at once started for:Berlin. Most of the
division, presusably without heavy tanks, moved out of the 'base around 1 p.m.
on 17 June 1953, preceded by 200 tanks and started on 1ts march of 80
kilometers. The column included 60 trucks with amunition from Wullow. In
Bust Berlin, the anmmitment of the divislon, whose advance had ap...-mtly not
reached the inner clty before 8:00 p.m., was first definitely estallighed on
18 June 1953, in the Gesundbrunnen srea.
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The same considerations that caused the 12th Guard Armored Division to be

called out, are probably responsible for alerting the 1lith Guard Mechanized

. Division in Jueterbog in the morning of 17 June 1953 and starting 1t for

Perlin. It was observed marching along the Zossen-Iichtenrade road, wlth '
more. than a hundred tanks, between 3 p.m. and 5 p.m, Motor. vehleles of.the
division entered Berlin for the first time on 24 June 1953, belng observed

.8t the Ostkreuz station.

Commitment in East Berlin: The units of the 1st Mechahized'DivisiOn and
the 12th Guard Armored Division, upon their entrance inte.the city, were
assigned to close the sector boundaries, together with KVP units and

.general police. They were also assigned to clean up the street processions.

Further units of both divisions were also apparently assigned to occupatlon
of large factorles, stations and bridges. The divisional boundary was
probably the River Spree,. beginning at Humboldt harbor. As early as 19
June 1953, in most sectlons of the sector boundary, the Soviet tank and-
other unlts were relieved of thelr guard dutles by KVP and general pelice.
They. were then withdrawn 200 or 33 meters behind the sector boundaries, for

‘gecurity... Only in the area Gesundbrunnen-Bernsusr station did tanks of the’

12 Guard Armored Division remain in the front line. Around 24/25 June 1953,
the KVP units in the sector boundary were replaced with ordinary police.
Simultaneously, the divlisions brought more and more of their unlts, In
isolated posts in the clty, together. Thus, positions altered almost dally.

_Apparently this was meant to let the people see, with their own eyes, the

strength of the Soviet troops in various places. The 14th Guard Mechanized
.Division.was,from 21 June. 1953 on, stationed, in great strength, as a
reserve on the Wuhlheide. Except for the three divisions named, nc other
wnits seem to have been brought. into the Berlin area.

Withdrawel from Esst Berlin: As normal conditions returned in Berlin, the
14¢th Guard Mechanized Division,with most of 1ts vehicle units, was wilthdrawn
from the Wuhlheide in the night of 27/28 June 1953, and marched toward
Sueden. ‘The tank sectlon of the divislon was transported from the Stalin-
gllea station, Aldershof, and Schoenwelde on 27 and 28 June 1953, with destina-
tlon: Jeuterbog. = Early in July, the lst Mechanized Division assembled 1ts
units, which had hitherto been scattered in 1solated groups throughout the
gity; snd likewlse brought them together in the Wuhlheide. About the turn
¢f the month, the 12th Guerd Tank Division also began to pull unlts out

of the inner olty and sssemble them in the area Buch (West)-=-Berlin (North).
Other’units, including strong tank units, remained in the city. The further
pelief of the 12th Guard Armored Division, which had been plannad for the
wesk ending 4 July 1953, seems to have been postponed around the early part
of . July, 8o that units remalned in the Buch area and in the lnner clty.

These measures may heve been caused by the stiffening atbitude of the peopla,
who. were determined on another strike, unless the promises of better llving
sonditions and of restitution--as. promlsed by the men captured on 17 June
1953=-were carried out. Only on 1l July 1953 did the armored units of the
#wo last named divisions begin to move away from the Buch and Schoenwelde
stations, toward Neuruppin and Dbberitz respsctively. In.the night of

12 July 1953, units of the 1lst Mechanized Division withdrew by way of
Schoensefeld. From sbout 15 July 1953, units of the 1lst. Mechanized Division

‘and the 12th Guard Armored Division were being withdrawn from the Faskb
‘Berlin area. Openly for the relief of these forces, unlte of ths - (mard

‘Mechanized Division from Firstenwalde and the 6th Guard Mechanlzed Divisien
from Frelenwald: were drawn toward East Berlin,
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2. Commitment of Soviet troops in the Zone: The commitment of Soviet troops in the
Zone served in somé cases to combat the disturbanees. In other cases, however,

in pumerous clfles, it served merely &s a precautionary measure, to forestall

demonstrations. Martial law (Ausnehmezustand) was declared by the Soviet

authorities in most cities as early as 17 June 1953; but, in some clties, 1t

was delayed until 18 June 1953. 1In general, it ended after eight or ten days,

except in areas where the revolt was bitterest.

When the disturbances broke out, most of the Soviet forces were in summer camps on
maneuver grounds, while their home stations .were nearly empty of troops. The
recall of contingents of troops from thelr maneuver grounds into the varlous
cities and industrial centers, on 17 and 18 June 1953, was carried out almost
entirely over the roads. Only from the Templin maneuver ground were tank units.
carried by rail in the night of 18 June 1953. Units of the 8th Guard Mechanized
Division marched over the 120 kilometer strebch from the Konlgsberg mansuver
ground to its entrance into Leipzig--with both wheeled and half-track units.

' Mhese measures, whieh contrast with all prevlously observed Sovlet usage, may
peérhaps be related to the question of time. It mey also be due to uncertailnty as
to how far the railway men were involved 1n the uprising. So far as present
information goes, however, only the railway men of Relchsbahnamt 5 (Wustermark),
entered the strike of 17 and 18 June 1953. Regular movement of transportation
was, in general, first obgerved sgain from 20 June 1953.

As a measure against the demonstrations and also as a protection to public
buildings, verlous depot commands in the home stations were brought into action
until the Soviet units, moving from the maneuver grounds, could arrive. Troop
movements to individual cities went on till gbout 20 June 1953 and continued

in @ scattering way till 22 June 1953.  From about 25 June 1953, mostly after

the lifting of mertial law, the troops began to move back to the maneuver grounds.
The following information is available regarding the entrance of Soviet troops
into Halle, Leipzig, and Magdeburg, as particularly flery points 1in the uprising:

&) Halle area: At 8 p.m. on 17 June 1953, strikes began in the blg factories in
. Halle as well as in the Buna-Werke in Schkopau and in the Leuna-Werke ab

Merseburg. This strike involved 220,000 men. About 50 tanks were brought
into the oity. At evening, they were reinforced by motorcycle troops and AT
units. Martial law was declared at about 8 p.m. During the night of 18 June
1653, 50 Josef Stalin Tanks arrived from the directlon of Dessau~Jueterbog.
By 18 June 1953, & general strike was under way and in the morning hours of
19 June 1953 there wers also some strikes. The first withdrawals of troops
began aotuslly on 19 June 1953. In Naumburg, three transport trains with
50 tanks arrived from the maneuver ground at Lossa. Units of the 2lst Guard
Mechanized Division wers definitely noted, moving in the direction of Berlin.
These weére certainly detrained in Halle. On 23 June 1953, & troop transport
was unloaded in Halle. It ostensibly came from Jueterbog. On 29 June 1953,
maptial law had stlll not been 1ifted. Identification of the troop units
prought in was impossible., However, it is believed that, at first, unitas of the
Second Guard Mechanized Army (repeat: Army), perhaps the Tth Guard Armored
Division, oame in. Later, they were rellieved by units of the 2lst Guard
Mechanized Division, normally statloned here.

b) Leipzig: At 11 a.m. on 17 June 1953, martial law was declared in the city.
The first troops brought in to control the spreading unreat were the Taunk
Tpaining Battallon of the 8th Guard Mechanized Divislon, from Hed»onlick
Barracks. About 7 #.m. on 18 June 1953, & force of about & thousard men
readhed the Schoenaw Barracks, coming from the direction of Wurzen. Between

9 a.n. and 3 p.m., 50 tanks arrived, presumably from the lst Guerd Armored
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Regiment of the 8th Guard Mechanized Division. Around 5 p.m., another
twenty tanks arrived, presumably from the 20th Guard Mechanized Regiment
of the 8th Guard Mechanized Division. In the course of the afterncon of
18 June 1953, other strong tank and AA units, coming in on the Autobahn
from the direction of Haslle, are reported to'have reached the Heiterblick
Barracks. At this time there were 1,500 men in the Schoenau Barracks,
while outside the barracks theére were still stronger units with 60 tanks
of the 6Uth Guard Heavy Armored Regiment (64. Gd. schw, Pz. St. Gesch.
Regts,) of the 8th Mechanlzed Guard Division. Part of this regiment, with
24 tanks, was observed on 17 June 1953, on the march from Grimma to Leipzig.
On 22 June 1953, the kommandantura was given six more tanks. It is un-
guestionably established that from early on 18 June 1953, strong units of
the 8th Guard Mechanized Division entered the clty.

In addition to the divisions permenently brought in, the two armored
regiments of the division from Borna and Leisnig were added as reenforcement,
as well as units, mostly tenk units, of the 20th Guard Mechanized Regiment
of the division from Grimma. Troop units that merched in, supposedly from
the direction of Hslle, could not be identified. They may possibly have
belonged to the Tth Guard Armored Dlvision. The strong units of the 8th
Guerd Mechanized Armored Division, brought in along the road from '
Koenigsbriick, were alerted {probebly in the course of the afterncon of 17 .
June 1953) and moved out during the evening hours of the same day. ..

¢) Magdeburg: Within the city, extensive strikes and unrest In all industries
began in the morning hours of 17 June 1953. The fact that, as early as 16
June 1953, police were already called away to Berlin, favored the demonstra-
tions. Though the informatlon is somewhat contradlctory, the first Soviet
tank troops seem to have been brought agalnst the demonstrators sometlme
petween 10 a.m, and 3 p.m. Definite information from within the clty itselfl,
combined with messages from Haldensleben, describe the march of tank units
from the southern part of Ietzlinger Helde toward Magdeburg. These indicate
that strong units of the 19th Guard Mechanized Divislon, &s well as army
troops of the Third Assault Army (Stossarmee) were used to quell the .
disturbances. On 20 June 1953, scattersd strikes were still going on. The
nase of the troops were, however, pulled out of the city and lay in & ring
around it, in the immediate vieinity, in a position of readiness. On 22
June 1953, peace relgned in the cify. In addition to the 19th Guard
Medhanized Divieion, units of & ploneer regiment from the Aken area were
brought in..

3., Comprehensive Conolusions Regarding the Commitment of Soviet Army Forces in
Esat Berlin and the Zone: 4

The alerted troops turned out with steel helmets, gasmésks, and pack with
plaiket. The appearance in the march columns of numerous ammunition wagons from
ammiriition dumpe indicates that (in sddition to the two=thirds ammunition

supply kept with the weapons) the one-third supply kept in battalion and
régimental dumps (Regimentstrossen) was also taken along. ‘Fuel was continuously
suppliad by the garrisons. On the _approach march, the maln roads were cleared
by wedge~shaped advance tank formations, followed by motorized infantry. These
troops forced the population off into the side roads. Important groups »f.
bulldings and crossroads were at once secured hy tanks, together wiil J5 mm
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field guns and 57 mm AT guns, brought up to the position.. In the vieinity of
411 Soviet billets, additional AA defenses with 12.7 mm machine guns wWere
pullt. The barred ventilation spaces of the tanks were in part covered with
shelter halves, This device was probably meant as protection against 25X1
incendiary weapons and burning debris. The troops sent ‘into Berlin had field
dressing stations with new tents of German manufacture.
/ ,7/,//«'?.7'/_/
From observa-
tions in the Potsdam area, it geems that the moment the troops were alerted,
Soviet families were gathered together in the barracks, somebimes in great
haste. In gensral the Soviet troops &s & whole made the impression of &
disciplined and well-trained force. Of the twenty-two Fighterplane unifs in
the Zone, nineteen could be identified as perticipating, with larger or smaller
units, during the period of disturbance. Some units, however, did nothing
beyond patrol duby in their own areas. (Compare Section 2.)

4. State of Alert of the Soviet Alr Force During the Revolt:

During 16 June 1953, normel training flight activities were carried out on all
fields. On 17 .June 1953, however, & high state of alert was apparently ordered
for rightgr-plnne‘regiments. The fighter-plane regiment which, in the hegloning
of June 1953 was ordered from Doheritz to Brandburg-Briest, was sent back bto-
DSberitz on 17 June 1953, - The crews were kept besilde their planes and ten bombs
were lying ready bezside each plane. Alrfleld boundaries were closely guarded.
The fightér-plane regiment on the Brandls Airfield kept all planes standing
peady; each with two men and gll ready to start from the fleld. Here, too,
speclal sesurity neasures were taken on the field, several tanks were brought
up, AA guns ready. Other alr units were still carrying out their usual duties
on 17 June 1953. On 18 June 1953, all air traffic stopped. All sir umrits in
the Zone were in a state of high alert. . Crews wers kept by thelr planes. The
plines themselvas stood side by side on.the fields snd were in scme CREeS eh-
slésed in partitions, proof against shell or bomb fragments. Trucks and bank
trucks stood under camouflage nets,. while sirfield security measures wsre
tightenad, Even.on 19 June 1953, most of the air units, as already reported,
pemained 1n & state of alert. Only 8 few flights could be noted, and thege for
transport op reconnalssance. on 20 June 1953, the alert for air units was
1ifted, snd normal alr gotivity was begun again. The fighter-plane regiment
trhat had been sent to Doberitz on 17 June 1953 was sent back to Brandenburg-
Briest on 22 June 1953. B

V. The Volkspolizei during the Revolt in Esst Berlin and the Zone
1. Efréet of the "New Course™ on the KVP: '

The chiange in course by the Soviet Zone administration in the first half of
June 1953 (See Section I, Para. 2) also.aflected the Volkspolizel in various

weys: -
s) Limitation of the bulldings of the KVP.. -

b) Breaking off of the military treining of 18 to 30 year old members of the
SED and FDJ, already belng carried out by the KVP. :

L. .
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Extensive retrenchments by discontinuances in the KVP.

The .cadre divisions {"Verbinde") Orahienbufg, Branheiburgwﬂohensbacken,

.- gnd. perhaps @130 Potgdam, which. were directly under the Ministry of the
" Interior, were changed into Constabularies (“Bereitschaften") and their

.@ssigned regiments into "Commgndos.” . That is to. say,- these_ units again
- bear: the seme designations as they did before their reconstruction began

in the ®pring of 1552. Whether any. real changes in organization went with
thls change of names, whether there was a mere exchange, whether purely
police units were involved, remmins to be seen. Rumors of the contemplated
dismissal of 40,000 to 60,000 men from the EVP remain unconfirmed.

Commltment and restraint of the Kvp during the Revolt.

The KVP were for the most part kept in gerrison areas during the revolt, In the
Berlin area, re8nforcing units were brought in from the territory of Army Group

North and from Saxony. A large part of the KVP units and schools were only kept
in g state of alert and were never committed at all. - Individusl units have been
1dentified a8 follows:

&)

B

o).
: " The companies returned to Pasewalk on 29/30 June 1953.

a)

-

- &)

The Bereltschaft (Kader-Div.) Oranienburg was alerted at 5:30 a.m. on 17
June. 1953, It was brought in motor vehicles to Berlin and there committed
at Alexanderplatz and later, after being divided, to Treptow. .

The KVP troop training ares at Welsswasser wes evacu&ted by KVP units from
"16:t0 20 June 1953. They had been cglled back to thelr garrisons. On 25

June 1953, the Nochten Camp wes again occupied by 800 KVP men. -

Five companies. of the Pasewalk RVP were ordered to Berlin on 17 June 1953,

vThe Kvp Diviaion, ”Prora,“ wa3. alerted on 19 June 1953, .but was not»sommittad.

The iaipiig KvP foéées haa to be called back from the Weisswasser training
genter and got to Leipzig for the first time on 18 June 1953. The KVP re-

‘ ‘madned at Leip&is $11l 25 June 1953, though the Soviet troops essigned to

£)

gl
h)
1)

3

seourity duties at the same time had been relieved on 23 June 1953.

The Basrenstein-Niederschlag unit sent a KVP battalion to Berlin on or

about 20 June 1953. This 1s one of the KVP garrisons at the greatest

distance from Berlin..

The artillery barracks of the KVP-¥erband Halle, normally occupled by 1 509
.men, was guarded by Soviet unibs on 17 June 1953.

The KVP.Verband Rostock, though not immediately committed, was sent to ‘the '

- gone boundary en masm on 25 June 1953,

In the area of Army Group Nofth, certaln instructlon that had already begun

a8 not .broken off during the disturbance.

In Berlin KVP border police appeared from time to time from distant
garrisons lring around Berlin) Other police were alsc brought in. In
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some cases these forces came from pleces af g really great distance, such

@5 Goerlitz. There was absolufely 0io uniformlty in the behavior of the KVP
units thet were used, Information regerding them runs all ‘the way from
desertion to reckless firing. The reports that have come in strongly suggest
that the KVP could not ba rellied upon in case of internal trouble, st least
not to the degres the Soviet authorities wanted.

3. The Seepolizei dﬁrins the Revolt;

The Seepolizel were not employed during the disturbances, The flotilla lying at
Peéneniinde was probably slerted on 18 June 1953 and put to s€a at once. Only
two rather dublous craft seem to have remained in harbor, Until 25 June 1953,
no flotillas returned. Perhaps the flotillas put to sea, because the crews were
not regarded as wholly reliable, as & means of preventing desertion or mutiny.
In November 1918, unreligble crews managed to gat awsy with individval ships of
the Germign Navy. co

Psychologlcal background and results of the Juns ﬂ§vo1t:

The uprising was the result of the exacerbation of & definitely revolutionary
gituation in the Zone, cregted by the forced Sovietization of the zone, without
regird to the bagic fundamentals of sXlstence of the population. Its coming was
presaged by storm warnings (strikes, etec.), but nevertheless came a3 a surprise both
to East and to West. . ' .

The main factor was the body of workers of the. Soviet Zone, free from bourgeols
gfruggles for security but driven to the limit. Summoned by the West and emerging
for the first time from thelr elight-year submission to & system of organized
isolation, they became aware of thelr revolutiocnary strength, though occasionslly
overestimating the real possibilities 1in a changed mood.

The shift from purely sconomic to political demands was the signal for a genuine
popular rising, which, however, was denied the success 1t might have achieved for
lack of pilanned preparation and the organization of a psychological leadership.
This was much desired and often expected after the West!s declargtions of
solidarity..  On one hand, there was dlsillusion because.of the passivity of the
West; on the other, there was always the hope of making known the psychological
sltuation through aome future chenge. The bloocd sacrifice was not in itself so
great as the effect of the terroristic measures that followed, which made 2
spiritual .impresaion in this psychcloglcal situation.

The uprising revealed a distinotly hesitant attitude on the part of the bourgscis
intelligentais, who were ready nelther to join iIn nor to meke sacrifices. That
was the diffioulty In the revolutionary potential of the workers. -

These events revealed the unreliability of the officials on the lower levels, es-
peclally those of the FDJ and Volkspollzei. Thelr behavior differed from place to
place, They varied from refusal of obedience to fanatiscal use of their weapons.
But even now: the difference between the behavior of different sectlons deprives
them of value as a combat force.
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The Soviet. troops were plainly sent in to put. down the rising; only with reluctance.
The troops saW a situation directly contradicting the ideas they had been taughte
They had to fire on German workers, active “laboring proletarians.  With memories of
the basis and demands of their own much-vaunted revolution they had to fight with
the front turned around. With many soldiers the purposeful words about Western
provocation must have missed the mark entirely. Thelr native fatalism, combined
with @ soldierts deep-rooted obedlence recelved for the first time, before their
very eyes, a genuine. @nd violent srgument ggainst their own system. It would be 3
mistake and also sn underestimate of the discipline of the Soviet Army to expect
inmediate future results so far as its future military value is. concerned, Judging
by past experience, however, the true bearing of these events will be much discussed
among the peoples of the Soviet Unlon. Nor can the uprising fail to have had 1its
effect on the other satellite states. o

Against. the West, the reproach was often heard that it gave only lip service to its
declarations of solidarity. It was held to be its duty, both for the general welfare
ahd in its oun interests not to fail to do something. Evaluation of events in press
‘and rédio failed to present in & psychologically adrolt way the relation of all this
to Bolshevist doctrine, to turn the Soviet propagsnda dlet upside down, to drain
avay the wateér from the Communist infiltration, and to make effective demands for

the consolidation of Europe. Here, too, there was lack of psychological leadership.
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